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1. Thames Valley Berkshire LEP welcomes the proposals to introduce Smart Motorway provisions on 

the M4 between Junction 3 and Junction 12. 

 

2. This support was endorsed at the meeting of the Executive Board held on Tuesday 9 December, 

2014. 

 

3. That meeting confirmed its support for the Highways Agency proposals as presented in the public 

consultation exercise in November 2014, and drew on the following statements from the Thames 

Valley Berkshire Strategic Economic Plan1 as the basis for its support. 

 

4. The Strategy, at page 2 includes a positive reference to this scheme in the preface,  

“[The Strategy needs] improvements to the M4 motorway to proceed sooner, 

rather than later, and certainly on schedule” 

 

5. At page 9, in the section OUR CONNECTIVITY, the arguments for transport investment are fully 

rehearsed,  

“The biggest single risk to the future economic contribution of TVB concerns our 

transport and communications infrastructure. 

“WHY OUR CONNECTIVITY MATTERS 

“The growth of our economy has been – and continues to be – fundamentally 

shaped by our connectivity: 

“[…] 

“the importance of our links with London cannot be overstated – particularly 

through the M4 motorway, the Great Western Mainline and the Reading to 

Waterloo Mainline” 

 

6. At page 17, in the section NATIONAL PRIORITIES FOR CONNECTIVITY… the document goes into more 

detail, and qualifies the LEP’s support as being conditional on appropriate mitigating measures, 

“We welcome the planned M4 Smart Motorway Scheme from Junction 3 out to 

Junction 12, due to start construction in 2016. This should include screening, noise 

reduction and air quality measures.” 
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7. The IMPLEMENTATION PLAN sets out in more detail what projects will deliver the aims and 

objectives of the Strategy. At page 4 (in Box 1.1), the scheme is mentioned by name in the summary 

section, 

“We need commitments from central government to deliver national transport 

priorities to schedule –particularly Western Rail Access to Heathrow and M4 

motorway improvements” 

 

8. At page 9 in the detail of “Our ask” in Box 2.1 the document reiterates the need for this scheme to 

proceed, 

“We need firm commitments from government to deliver Western Rail Access to 

Heathrow (WRAtH) as soon as practical and no later than by 2021, and M4 

motorway improvements starting in 2016” 

 

9. Finally at page 19 which describes Package 6 – Enhancing the Strategic Transport Network, the detail 

of the scheme is again spelt out,   

“With regard to the strategic road network, we welcome plans for the early 

implementation of the M4 Smart Motorway scheme but will lobby for it to include 

appropriate screening, noise reduction and air quality measures.” 

 

10. The officers have considered the detail of the works proposed by visiting your exhibition and by 

reading the consultation booklet.  

 

11. We note with interest the noise-impact benefits promised from low-noise surfacing and the 

indication of additional noise barriers to mitigate impacts where increasing traffic noise is 

anticipated. 

 

12. Similarly, we note with interest the promised mitigation of adverse landscape and visual impacts 

through careful siting and design of new structures along with additional planting and screening. 

 

13. We also note that your assessment work has found no significant impacts on air quality as a result of 

the proposed scheme. 

 

14. It is therefore apparent that you have already considered the issues raised by the LEP. We hope that 

your commitment to successful mitigation of these impacts will include a contingency sum for post 

implementation works where it can be shown that there are unanticipated adverse impacts, or that 

the mitigation deployed has been unsuccessful. 

 

15. We have no comment to make on the fine detail of the proposed new structures and alignments; 

this is best left to residents and local authorities with detailed knowledge of each location. 

 

16. Please contact us again if you have any further questions. 
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